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Open to the public from Saturday May 28th to Sunday November 27th 2016 at the Giardini and the Arsenale,
the 15th International Architecture Exhibition, titled REPORTING FROM THE FRONT, is directed by
Alejandro Aravena and organized by La Biennale di Venezia chaired by Paolo Baratta. The preview took place

on May 26th and 27th, the awards ceremony and inauguration was held on Saturday May 28th 2016.

The Exhibition also includes 63 National Participations in the historic Pavilions at the Giardini, at the Arsenale
and in the historic city centre of Venice. Four countries are participating for the first time: Philippines, Nigeria,

Seychelles and Yemen.

The Italian Pavilion at the Tese delle Vergini in the Arsenale, sponsored and promoted by the Ministero dei
Beni e delle AttivitdCulturali e del Turismo, Direzione Generale Arte ¢ Architettura Contemporanee e Periferie
Urbane, has been assigned to the curatorial team TAMassociati: Massimo Lepore, Raul Pantaleo, and Simone

Sfriso.

The International Exhibition
The Exhibition REPORTING FROM THE FRONT is laid out in a unitary exhibition sequence from the
Central Pavilion (Giardini) to the Arsenale, and includes 88 participants from 37 different countries. 50 of

them are participating for the first time, and 33 architects are under the age of 40.

“The lady on the ladder who, climbing up onto the highest steps can gaze over a far broader horizon, and by
doing so conquers an “expanded eye”, announces the Biennale Architettura 2016 curated by Alejandro Aravena.
We immediately loved this picture - stated President Paolo Baratta - because in a way it represents La Biennale
as a whole, with our attitudes and our goals.

“It is also in part a counterpoint to the image chosen for the most recent Biennale Arte. The symbol selected
last year by Okwui Enwezor - Baratta noted - was Paul Klee’s famous “Angelus Novus” as interpreted by
Walter Benjamin; the winged angel looking backwards in shock, seeing only the past and in the past, debris
and tragedy, but also insights that could be useful some day, in a future towards which the hidden forces of
providence are driving him, like a wind blowing on his wings.”

“What does the lady see? I think - commented Baratta -mainly desolated land comprising immense swathes
of human habitation which no human could be proud of; great disappointments representing a sad, infinite
number of missed opportunities for humanity’s ability to act intelligently. Much of this is tragic, much is banal,
and it seems to mark the end of architecture. But she also sees signs of creativity and hope, and she sees them in
the here-and-now, not in some uncertain aspirational, ideological future.”

“Is this a sign of optimism? We have often deplored, in previous Biennale Exhibitions - the President recalled
- that our present time seems to be characterised by increasing disconnection between architecture and civil
society. Previous Exhibitions have addressed this in different ways. This time, we wish to investigate more
explicitly whether and where there are any trends going in the other direction, towards renewal; we are secking
out encouraging messages.”

“And we are not just interested in exhibiting concrete results for critical appraisal. We also want to see into
the phenomenology of how these positive examples came about. In other words: what drives the demand for
architecture; how are needs and desires identified and expressed; which logical, institutional, legal, political

and administrative processes lead to demand for architecture and how they allow architecture to come up with



solutions which go beyond the banal and self-harming”

“Because this is clearly a serious impasse; not as much in architecture as a discipline, but in human organisation,
in our ability to harness it, be saved by it and enter into dialogue with it”

“We feel the need to highlight how positive outcomes have been achieved through the evolution of decision-
making chains which link need - awareness - opportunity - choice - execution in a way that leads to a result
where “architecture makes the difference”, as Aravena puts it.”

“We are not interested in architecture as the manifestation of a formal style, but rather as an instrument of self-
government, of humanist civilisation, and as a demonstration of the ability of humans to become masters of
their own destinies.”

“Architecture in action as an instrument of social and political life, challenges us to assess the public
consequences of private actions at a more fundamental level.”

“Presenting architecture in action is also one of the answers to the permanent question raised by La Biennale.
What is an architecture exhibition? - asked Baratta. And what should an architecture biennale be? In the
Biennale Arte, which is the parent of the Biennale Architettura, the works are there in front of the visitors;
with an architecture exhibition, the works are elsewhere. What should there be here? And indeed, the search
goes on. We must avoid turning into a magazine, a convention, a critical essay, or a place for specialists alone: an
exhibition just for architects. We also need to avoid condescension and falling into the trap whereby architects
are tempted to present themselves as artists.”

“We need to engage with the public and with all possible stakeholders in the decisions and actions whereby our
living spaces are created, both as individuals and as communities. As Architecture is the most political of all the

arts - concluded the President - “the Biennale Architettura must recognise this.”

“In his trip to South America - related Alejandro Aravena - Bruce Chatwin encountered an old lady walking the
desert carrying an aluminium ladder on her shoulder. It was German archaeologist Maria Reiche studying the
Nazca lines. Standing on the ground, the stones did not make any sense; they were just random gravel. But from
the height of the stair those stones became a bird, a jaguar, a tree or a flower.

Aravena thus expressed his hope that the Biennale Architettura 2016 might “offer a new point of view like the
one Maria Reiche has on the ladder. Given the complexity and variety of challenges that architecture has to
respond to, REPORTING FROM THE FRONT will be about listening to those that were able to gain some
perspective and consequently are in the position to share some knowledge and experiences with those of us
standing on the ground.”

“We believe - explained Aravena - that the advancement of architecture is not a goal in itself but a way to
improve people’s quality of life. Given that life ranges from very basic physical needs to the most intangible
dimensions of the human condition, consequently, improving the quality of the built environment is an
endeavour that has to tackle many fronts: from guaranteeing very concrete, down-to-earth living standards to
interpreting and fulfilling human desires, from respecting the single individual to taking care of the common
good, from efficiently hosting daily activities to expanding the frontiers of civilization*

The curator’s proposal is therefore twofold: “on the one hand we would like to widen the range of issues to
which architecture is expected to respond, adding explicitly to the cultural and artistic dimensions that already
belong to our scope, those that are on the social, political, economical and environmental end of the spectrum.
On the other hand, we would like to highlight the fact that architecture is called to respond to more than one
dimension at a time, integrating a variety of fields instead of choosing one or another.”

“REPORTING FROM THE FRONT will be about sharing with a broader audience, the work of people
who are scrutinizing the horizon looking for new ficlds of action, facing issues like segregation, inequalities,

peripheries, access to sanitation, natural disasters, housing shortage, migration, informality, crime, traffic, waste,
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pollution and the participation of communities. And simultaneously it will be about presenting examples where
different dimensions are synthesized, integrating the pragmatic with the existential, pertinence and boldness,
creativity and common sense.

“It is not easy - concluded Aravena - to achieve such a level of expansion and synthesis; they are battles that need
to be fought. The always menacing scarcity of means, the ruthless constraints, the lack of time and urgencies of
all kinds are a constant threat that explain why we so often fall short in delivering quality. The forces that shape
the built environment are not necessarily amicable either: the greed and impatience of capital or the single
mindedness and conservatism of the bureaucracy tend to produce banal, mediocre and dull built environments.
These are the frontlines from which we would like different practitioners to report, sharing success stories and

exemplary cases where architecture did, is and will make a difference.”

The Special Projects
The 15th International Architecture Exhibition features three Special Projects, the first promoted by La
Biennale, the other two the result of agreements stipulated with other institutions, organized and realised by La

Biennale itself.

The exhibition curated by architect Stefano Recalcati, titled Reporting from Marghera and Other Waterfronts,
to be shown in the exhibition venues of Forte Marghera (Mestre, Venezia), examines significant projects for
the urban regeneration of industrial ports, helping to fuel the debate on the conversion of production in Porto

Marghera.

The collaboration agreement with the Victoria and Albert Museum of London takes its first step in the Applied
Arts Pavilion at the Sale dArmi in the Arsenale, with the exhibition entitled A World of Fragile Parts, curated
by Brendan Cormier.

Finally, in view of the United Nations - Habitat III world conference, to be held in Quito, Ecuador, during the
month of October 2016, and as part of the Urban Age programme, organized jointly by the London School
of Economics and the Alfred Herrhausen Society, La Biennale presents, also in the Sale d’Armi, a pavilion
dedicated to the themes of urbanisation - Report from Cities: Conflicts of an Urban Age — with particular

attention to the relationship between public spaces and private spaces, curated by Ricky Burdett.

The programme of conversations about architecture

The Biennale Architettura 2016 is accompanied throughout its duration by a wide-ranging programme of
encounters to discuss the themes and phenomena presented in the Exhibition. The Meetings on Architecture
return this year with the architects and protagonists of the International Architecture Exhibition curated by
Aravena, scheduled for every last weekend of the month. The “Special Projects” will also be enriched with a
series of conversations and symposia to explore the issues they raise.

On July 16th and 17th, in Venice, the exhibition venues will host the annual Urban Age conference organized
by the London School of Economics Cities, jointly with the Deutsche Bank’s Alfred Herrhausen Society. The

complete programme of events will be announced shortly.

“Biennale Sessions”, the project for Universities
The Biennale Sessions project is held again for the seventh consecutive year, following the success of its previous

editions. This initiative is dedicated by La Biennale di Venezia to institutions that develop research and training



in architecture, the arts and related fields, and to Universities and Fine Arts Academies. The goal is to offer
favourable conditions for students and teachers to organize three-day group visits for fifty people or more,
offering reduced price meals, the possibility to organize seminars free of charge at the Exhibition’s venues, and
assistance in organizing their journey and stay. As of today, 53 international institutions from 13 countries and

every continent have signed a protocol of understanding.

Educational

Educational activities will again be offered for the year 2016, addressed to individuals and groups of students
from schools of all levels and grades, from universities and fine arts academies, and to professionals, companies,
experts, architecture fans and families. These initiatives aim to actively involve participants in both Guided

Tours and Creative Workshops.

Publications

The official catalogue, titled REPORTING FROM THE FRONT, consists of two volumes (format 21x27
cm). Volume I is dedicated to the International Architecture Exhibition, and is edited by Alejandro Aravena.
Each project is presented on specific pages within the catalogue. In individual dedicated essays, Aravena
introduces the architectural design, the author’s or Firm’s “approach”, describing the project’s specificities and
explaining the reasons that led him to include the project in the Exhibition. The curator’s texts are accompanied
by drawings, sketches, original manuscripts and repertory images by the various authors. Each section is also
accompanied by short technical and biographical notes. Volume II is dedicated to the National Participations,
the Collateral Events and the 3 Special Projects. Each section includes detailed texts dedicated to the individual
projects, repertory images and renderings of the installations in the exhibition spaces.

The Exhibition Guide (one volume, format 10.5x27 cm) is conceived to accompany the visitor through the
exhibition, thanks to its practical “pocket-sized” format. The projects and authors are published in the order in
which they appear along the sequence through the spaces of the Exhibition.

The design of the graphic identity of the Biennale Architettura 2016 and the layout of the books are by Studio
Elemental, Santiago de Chile. The books are published by Marsilio Editori.

The 15th International Architecture Exhibition was made possible by the support of Rolex, Partner and

Official Watch for the event, Artemide, Vela-Venezia Unica, Laminam, Ferrovie dello Stato Italiane, and JTL

We would like to thank the Ministero dei Beni e delle AttivitACulturali e del Turismo, the regional Institutions
that each in their own way support La Biennale, the City of Venice, the Regione Veneto.

Our thanks go to our Donors, who are essential to the creation of the 15th International Architecture
Exhibition.

And finally we would like to thank the highly professional staff of La Biennale, who work with such great
dedication on the organization and management of the Exhibition throughout its six-and-a-half month

duration.

B ‘hetp://www labiennale org/en /architecture/archive/15th—exhibition/15/
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Members of jury:

® Pippo Ciorra (Italy), architect, critic and professor at Scuola di Ateneo di Architettura ¢ Design di Ascoli
Piceno (University of Camerino) and Venice’s TUAV. He has been a curator of exhibitions both in Iraly and
abroad, Since 2009, he is Senior Curator for architecture at the MAXXI in Rome

® Sergio Fajardo (Colombia), professor of mathematics at the Universidad de los Andes, Bogotd, former
mayor of Medellin and governor of the department of Antioquia, recipient of the Americas Award for
Excellence in Public Service in 2007

® Marisa Moreira Salles (Brazil), publisher, editor, book designer and entrepreneur in the field of technology,
founder of Arq.Futuro, a think—tank on architecture and the future of cities

® Hashim Sarkis (Lebanon, USA), Dean of the School of Architecture and Planning at MIT, architect at
Hashim Sarkis Studios, former Khan Professor of Landscape Architecture and Urbanism at the Harvard
University Graduate School of Design (GSD)

® Karen Stein (USA), architectural advisor, Executive Director of the George Nelson Foundation, and faculty

member of the Design Criticism program at the School of Visual Arts in New York

E4 thuep://www,archdaily. com/787168 /jury—members—for—the—2016—venice—biennale—revealed
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Golden Lion for Best National Participation:

SPAIN

‘UNFINISHED'

Commissioner: Inaqui Carnicero + Carlos Quintans, Curator: Carnicero + Quintans,

Exhibitor. Contemporary Spanish Architecture,

Golden Lion for the Best Participant in the 15th International Exhibition:
Paraguay firm Gabinete de Arquitectura

—architects Solano Benitez, Gloria Cabral, and Solanito Benitez,

Silver Lion for a promising young participant in the 15th International Exhibition:

Nigerian architect Kunlé¢ Adeyemi and his studio NLE,

Special Mentions to two National Participations:

JAPAN

en : art of nexus

Commissioner. The Japan Foundation, Curator: Yoshiyuki Yamana. Exhibitors. Seiichi Hishikawa, mnm
(Mio Tsuneyama); ondesign (Osamu Nishida); Erika Nakagawa: Naruse Inokuma Architects (Jun Inokuma,
Yuri Naruse); Naka Architects’ Studio (Toshiharu Naka, Yuri Uno); Nousaku Architects (Fuminori Nousaku,
Junpei Nousaku); miCo, (Mizuki Imamura, Isao Shinohara); Levi Architecture (Jun Nakagawa); Shingo
Masuda + Katsuhisa Otsubo Architects (Shingo Masuda, Katsuhisa Otsubo); Koji Aoki Architects (Koji



Aoki); 403architecture [dajiba] (Takuma Tsuji, Takeshi Hashimoto, Toru Yada; BUS (Satoru Ito, Kosuke
Bando, Issei Suma); dot architects (Toshikatsu Ienari, Takeshi Shakushiro, Wataru Doi), teco (Chie Konno,
Rie Allison).

PERU

“OUR AMAZON FRONTLINE”

Commissioner: José Orrego, Curators: Sandra Barclay and Jean Pierre Crousse,

Exhibitor: Ministero dellTstruzione Peruviano, “Progetto Plan Selva” Capo Progetto Elizabeth Afafios e con
Claudia Flores, Sebastian Cilloniz, Jose Luis Villanueva, Miguel Chavez, Gino Fernandez, Alvaro Echevarria,

Alfonso Orbegoso, Luis Miguel Hadzich, Carlos Tamayo,

Special mentions to the participant

Italian architect Maria Giuseppina Grasso Cannizzo

Golden Lion for Lifetime Achievement: Paulo Mendes da Rocha

AP

The Golden Lion for Best National Participation went to Spain for UNFINISHED. The jury cited Carlos
Quinténs & Inaqui Carnicero’s “concisely curated selection of emerging architects whose work shows how

creativity and commitment can transcend material constraints.”

The Golden Lion for Best Participant in the International Exhibition, Reporting From the Front, went to
Gabinete de Arquitectura. The award was granted to Solano Benitez, Gloria Cabral, and Solanito Benitez (all
from Paraguay) for “harnessing simple materials, structural ingenuity and unskilled labour to bring architecture

to underserved communities.”

NLE received the Silver Lion for a Promising Young Participant in the International Exhibition Reporting
From the Front for his Makoko Floating School. The jury cited, “a powerful demonstration, be it in Lagos or in

Venice, that architecture, at once iconic and pragmatic, can amplify the importance of education.”

Japan and Peru took home the Special Mention in the National Participations category. For Japan, the jury
particularly appreciated “the poetry of compactness to alternative forms of collective living in a dense urban
space.” They congratulated Peru for bringing architecture to a remote corner of the world, making it both a

venue for learning as well as a means for preserving the culture of the Amazon.

Maria Giuseppina Grasso Cannizzo of Italy received Special Mention for her contribution to Reporting From
the Front, which demonstrated “perseverance in using the rigours of her discipline to elevate the everyday into

timeless works of architecture.”

&4 htp://www.archdaily. com/788425 /venice—biennale—2016—winners—spain—japan—peru—nle—and —gabinete—de—arquitectura
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| Substantive Editor |

Richard Enos

Richard Enos has been working as a writing teacher and substantive editor since returning to Canada from
Seoul, Korea in 2003, where he was an English Professor at the University of Seoul. He is the author of a book
entitled Parables for the New Conversation (2008) and also owns a production company called Pandora’s
Box Office for which he writes and produces works of film and theatre. Richard holds a Masters Degree in

Existential Philosophy and is also certified as a life coach, yoga teacher and Reiki practitioner.

| Invited Artists |
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| Essay Contributors |

John Peponis

John Peponis was born in Athens, Greece, in 1955. He is a professor at the Georgia Institute of Technology
school, Atlanta, USA. His publications address the geometric and computational foundations of space syntax;
the spatial culture of buildings and cities; design formulation and design languages; spatial cognition. As a

registered architect in Greece he collaborates with Kokkinou and Kourkoulas Architects.

James Park

James PARK is a Ph.D. student and researcher in the School of Architecture at the Georgia Institute of
Technology.

His research focuses on gencrative and parametric design theories, formal specifications of architectural type
and language, and software implementations of shape grammar systems. Park holds a B.S. in Architecture and

an M. Arch from the Georgia Institute of Technology.
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Chen Feng
Chen Feng was born in Yangzhou, China, in 1985. He is a Ph.D. student and researcher at the Georgia

Institute of Technology School of Architecture. Chen received his Master’s degree in Architectural History and
Theory from Shenzhen University, China, and his Bachelor’s degree in Architecture from Shanghai Jiao Tong

University, China. His work links generative models and analytical evaluations of designs.

Marc Simmons

Marc Simmons is the Thomas W. Ventulett III distinguished chair in Architectural Design at the Georgia
Institute of Technology School of Architecture and a prior faculty member of the Princeton University School
of Architecture. He is also a founding principal of the multi-disciplinary design and facade engineering practice
Front Inc., with over 150 built works and 50 staff located in New York, San Francisco, Seattle, Hong Kong and
Verona. Simmons is a leading advocate for critical and innovative practice and has participated in the design
and execution of seminal projects worldwide. He holds a bachelor of Environmental Studies and a bachelor of

Architecture from the University of Waterloo, Canada.

Rowan Moore

Rowan Moore is Architecture Critic of The Observer. He was formerly director of the Architecture
Foundation, architecture critic of the Evening Standard and editor of Blueprint magazine. He is the author of
Why We Build (2012) and Slow Burn City: London in the 21st Century (2016), both published by Picador.
In 2014 he was named Critic of the Year in the UK Press Awards, the first architectural writer to receive this

award. He received the international Bruno Zevi Book Award for Why We Build.

Peter Winston Ferretto

Peter Winston Ferretto is an architect and associate professor of Architecture at the Chinese University of
Hong Kong. He taught at both Seoul National University and the Architectural Association in London and
since 2009 he runs his own office PWFERRETTO. He has published several books about Seoul, most recently
Place/Scoul an investigation into the other forgotten Seoul. Before embarking into his solo career he worked
for seven years for Herzog and de Meuron Architects in Basel, completing several international projects, most

notably the CaixaForum in Madrid.

Julian Worrall

Julian Worrall is an Australian architect, scholar and critic; currently associate professor of Architecture and
Urban Design at the University of Adelaide. His work, pursued through a mix of scholarly research, critical
writing, and design practice, is broadly concerned with the construction of alternative modernities, particularly
as seen through the lens of the East Asian metropolis. Widely published and translated, he has contributed to
major institutions of architectural culture and education globally, including OMA Rotterdam; V&A Museum
London; MAK Vienna; Strelka Institute Moscow; University of Tokyo; Venice Architecture Biennale; and

MoMA New York.He resides in Adelaide and Tokyo.

Meta Berghauser Pont

Meta Berghauser Pont is associate professor in Urban Design and Planning at Chalmers University of
Technology and leads, together with Lars Marcus, the Spatial Morphology Group (SmoG). She has authored
books and papers on Urban Morphology with a special focus on the quantification of urban form. Meta

Berghauser Pont developed the Spacematrix, a model to navigate between density, typologies and associated
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performativity. She is member of the editorial board of the Journal of the International Seminar on Urban

Form, Urban Morphology.

Lars Marcus

Lars Marcus is an architect and professor in Urban Design at Chalmers University of Technology, where he is
research leader for a new research group in Spatial Morphology. The focus here is theories and methods in the
analysis of spatial form but also its application in relation to social, economic and ecological urban systems and
how this may generate new knowledge that can inform professional practice. He is also member of the editorial
board of Journal of Space Syntax and founder and partner in the consultancy firm Spacescape, performing
spatial analysis, design support and policy development in architectural and urban projects for architects,

municipalities and real estate companies.

Neville Mars

Neville Mars is the principal of MARS Architects Shanghai and director of the urban research platform
Dynamic City Foundation. MARS is an award winning firm focused on sustainable public buildings and
ecocities across Asia, including the SinoDutch Ecocity in Shenzhen, Beijing 798, Caofeidian Ecocity, and
United Mumbai for the BMW_Guggenheim. MARS has been invited by UN HABITAT to produce the
masterplan for Tacloban, the city ravaged by super typhoon Haiyan. Mars is the author of the book The
Chinese Dream?a Society Under Construction (010 Publishers, 2008) and the upcoming book on planning

ecocities Manifesto of Mistakes.

Kyung—Min KIM

Kyung-Min KIM is a professor of Urban Planning and Real Estate Development at Seoul National University.
His research covers a range of subjects, from urban development history to real estate finance and economy to
sharing economy. As an active writer, he has published two books and a variety of newspaper serials. He is also a
community activist; he founded a social venture that works with poor neighborhoods, and has set up multiple

branches in Seoul.

Winy Maas

Winy Maas is an architect, urban designer and landscape architect and one of the co-founding directors of the
globally operating architecture and urban planning firm MVRDYV in Rotterdam, Netherlands.

He is professor at and director of The Why Factory, a research institute for the future city he founded in 2008
at TU Delft. He curates exhibitions, lectures throughout the world, takes part in international juries and

teaches at various international universities, currently at Louvain, Belgium and IIT Chicago.
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The FAR Game : Constraints Sparking Creativity
The Korean Pavilion, the 15th International Architecture Exhibition,
2016 Venice Biennale

The FAR Game is played on the front lines of Korean architecture.

A clear identity for Korean architecture has been blurred amid the struggle between conflicting agendas:

demolition vs. regeneration, private interests vs public welfare, the aesthetics of high-end architecturevs the

mediocrity of functional buildings. But underneath all of these considerations, the FAR Game always rages.

It touches the everyday lives of both the rich and the poor, the white-collar and the blue-collar. It has been a

driving force behind the growth and amplification of Korea and its architecture for the last 50 years.

Scoul is the capital of South Korea, but one could go so far as to say it essentially is South Korea. It holds the

Triple Crown of density: the most populated, densest, and most concentrated. Half of the population of South

Korea resides in the Greater Seoul Metropolitan Area, with about half of that, or over 10 million people, living in

the capital city proper. It took only 45 years for Scoul’s population to reach 10 million from 1 million. Compare

that with London, which went from 1 million to 8 million in 150 years, or New York City which took 170 years
to accomplish the same feat. Seoul’s land price has grown 1,176 times over this period, and a portion land in

Gangnam, site of a new commercial and business center, has risen in value by a factor of 300,000.

The average FAR of the 640,000 buildings in Seoul is only 124%. The great discrepancy between population

and building density creates tremendous pressure on development. Today, 200% is expected as the minimum

threshold for new development. However, the irregular and heterogencous urban grain, coupled with plot-
based building ordinances, provides very limited opportunity to increase the city’s overall FAR.

Being knowledgeable about and skillful at the FAR Game is thus not only desirable for architects; it is a

prerequisite for their survival. The game is played using a triad of variables (land, law, and building) through

the interactions of three players: the consumer desiring maximum volume, the supplier attempting to achieve it,
and the controller restricting it.

This is the background of the FAR game currently underpinning all Korean architecture. Hence the theme of

the 2016 Korean Pavilion. The exhibition will explore:

1. The context of the FAR game described above.

2. The creative responses of Korean architects seeking to maximize FAR while creating a sense of spaciousness
and freedom. The extraordinary geometrical and compositional inventiveness that characterizes current
architecture is the outcome of this effort.

3. The distinctive, culturally inspired aims that have driven the efforts of architects, such as the extension of
openly accessible and visibly connected spaces to upper floors.

4. The larger cultural trends that define the adjustment of Korea architecture urbanism and society to higher
density.

None of these patterns had yet been explicitly and fully theorized. The exhibition is a contribution to
understanding the front at the core of the current transformation of Korean architecture and culture. Korean
architecture that gives the emerging dense city a distinctive identity. It is part of an urban culture which
creatively absorbs high density and turns it into a strength. Thus the specifically architectural and the broader
cultural responses to FAR offer a useful lens to better understand the current frontiers of Korean society as
expressed in the architecture of the physical environment at the scale of buildings, urban areas, and cities.

The FAR Game, rooted in our past, will continue to exert itself on the development of architecture in Korea

well into the future. A far game, indeed.
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